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Editor’s Note: This is the first in a new series in which 2022 Wine Industry Leader 
Regine Rousseau and WBM Managing Editor Erin Kirschenmann interview other 
honorees about what makes a good leader, how to grow in the wine business 
and how to foster a brighter future for others in the industry. Find the full 
interview on our YouTube channel and LinkedIn, and read a small summary here 
in the magazine. 
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In Conversation with Angela McCrae
Advocating for African American Vintners

Regine T. Rousseau

L E A D E R  T O  L E A D E R

Meet the Author: Regine T. Rousseau is the founder and CEO 
of Shall We Wine, a strategic marketing company. Rousseau is a 
wine and spirits entrepreneur, writer, presenter and media per-

sonality, focusing on making wine knowledge accessible to peo-
ple at all levels of proficiency. She is recognized as a 2022 “Lead-
er in the Wine Industry” by WineBusiness Monthly, a nominee for 
the 2020 Wine Enthusiast “Wine Star Awards,” “Wine Educator of 
the Year,” a WSET Level 3 with Merit, an International Sommelier 

Guild Level II and an Executive Bourbon Steward, Stave and 
Thief. She has authored and/or been featured in articles in The 
Drop, New Yorker, Wine Enthusiast, Black Enterprise, Black Food 

and Beverage, Wine Spectator, Forbes and Chicago Tribune.
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